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About The NMC 
The New Music Conflagration, Inc. is a non-profit corporation founded in the State of Florida. Our 
purpose is to educate the public about new music in performance through a regular concert series 
open to the public; to advance new music education through an annual tuition-free festival for students 
from around the world; to combat community deterioration and juvenile delinquency by promoting 
cultural awareness and advancement through public workshops and community outreach events; and 
to eliminate prejudice and discrimination by chronicling the experiences of practitioners of new music 
in a curated online publication so as to display the commonalities between peoples of varying cultures 
and experiences worldwide. 
 

Staff 
Elizabeth A. Baker - Executive Director 

Andrew Boss - Program Director 
Fofi Panagiotouros - Director of Community Outreach 
Keirsten Johnson - Cultural Development Coordinator 

John Macdonald - Production Manager 
 

Contact 
The New Music Conflagration, Inc. 

P.O. Box 13593 
Saint Petersburg, FL 33733 

(813) 618-7639 

 
 thenewmusicconflagration.org 

 facebook.com/newmusicconflagration 

 
@nmconflagration 

 





About the composers 
Katherine Hoover 
Katherine Hoover was born in West Virginia and 
resides in New York where she maintains an 
active career as composer, conductor, and 
flutist. She is the recipient of a National 
Endowment Composer’s Fellowship and many 
other awards, including an Academy of Arts and 
Letters Academy Award in Composition. Five of 
her pieces, including her piece for flute alone 
“Kokopeli”, which has sold over 8,000 copies to date, have won the National Flute Association’s Newly 
Published Music Competition. Her works are published by Theodore Presser, Carl Fischer, and 
Papagena Press. CD’s of her music have been issued on Koch, Delos, Parnassus, Gasparo, Summit, 
Centaur, Cantilena, Boston, et al.  
 
Ms. Hoover attended the Eastman School of Music, where she graduated with a Bachelor’s in Music 
Theory and a Performer’s Certificate in flute, and holds a Masters in Music Theory from the Manhattan 
School, where she taught for years. Her main flute study was with Joseph Mariano and William Kincaid; 
she has given concerto performances at Lincoln Center and performed with ballet and opera companies 
in New York’s major halls, as well as recording solo and chamber repertoire. 
 

Warren Benson 
The distinguished composer Warren Benson (1924-2005) is best 
known for his innovative and expressive music for wind ensemble 
and his finely wrought song cycles. With such striking works as The 
Leaves Are Falling (1964), The Solitary Dancer (1966), The Passing 
Bell (1974) and Symphony II-Lost Songs (1983), Benson created 
compositions for band and wind ensemble that are masterworks in 
the repertoire and acclaimed as “among the most important of this 
century” (United States Marine Band, Bicentennial Collection). His 
fondness for contemporary poetry led him to write a large body of 
solo vocal music, much of it for voices with instruments. Benson 

set to music the poetry of many recognized poets including Tennessee Williams, Kenneth Patchen, May 
Swenson, Earle Birney, Octavio Paz, and perhaps most memorably, Louise Bogan (Five Lyrics of Louise 
Bogan [1977], for mezzo soprano and flute), along with Shadow Wind (1968; revised 1992/93), also a 
masterpiece in its revised version for mezzo-soprano and wind ensemble. 
 
 
 



 
From his early days as a percussionist and timpanist for the Detroit Symphony, Benson was captivated 
by the variety of sounds percussion instruments can produce and used these in compositions for winds 
ensemble and a wide variety of music for chamber ensembles. His catalog includes over 150 
compositions touching on almost all significant genres of music. His music has been performed in 
more than 50 countries throughout the world and some 30 works have been recorded. 
 
A graduate of the University of Michigan, Benson received four Fulbright grants, and was the author 
and director of the first pilot project of the Ford Foundation’s Contemporary Music Project, whose aim 
was to create new music for schools. He was also honored with a John Simon Guggenheim Composer 
Fellowship, National Endowment for the Arts composer commissions and the Diploma de Honor from 
the Republic of Argentina. He held three residencies at the MacDowell Colony, was elected to the 
National Band Association Academy of Wind and Percussion Arts in 1988, and the Percussive Arts 
Society Hall of Fame in 2003. Benson was also a founding member of the World Association for 
Symphonic Bands and Ensembles. 
 
Warren Benson was Professor of Percussion and Composition for fourteen years at Ithaca College, 
Ithaca, New York. In 1967 he became Professor of Composition at the Eastman School of Music, and 
was named Kilbourn Distinguished Professor and University Mentor. From 1986-88, he served as 
Meadows Distinguished Visiting Professor of Composition at Southern Methodist University. He then 
returned to Eastman where he taught until his retirement as Professor Emeritus in 1993. 
 

 
Elizabeth A. Baker 
Celebrated for her “terrifying dynamic range,” cleanliness of sound, 
as well as unique sensitivity and ability to sculpt her performance for 
the acoustics of a space, Elizabeth A. Baker is a dramatic performer 
with an honest, near psychic connection to the music, which 
resounds with audiences of all ages and musical backgrounds. As a 
composer, her understanding of sonic space pairs with a unique 
eclectic voice, making for a spatial and auditory experience of music. 
As a pianist, Baker has studied with Steinway Artist Dr. Luis Sanchez 
and Jeff Donovick of St. Petersburg College and enjoys an active 
concert career with performances across the nation. Her musical 

mentors include world-renowned concert pianist Rebecca Penneys and composer Dr. Vernon Taranto. 
Emmy-award winning composer Larry Groupé has referred to her works as “Perfect.”  In addition to her 
work as a performer-composer, Elizabeth has extensive technical training in the recording arts, live 
sound reinforcement, and was the recipient of the 2012 Best Production Award in Music Technology III 
at St. Petersburg College, where she studied closely under mastering engineer Dave Greenberg. 



Elizabeth is dedicated to promoting new music and has a passion for making rare concert works 
accessible to the general public. 
 
Elizabeth is Co-Founder and Executive Director of The New Music Conflagration, Inc., a not-for-profit 
corporation founded in the State of Florida to promote the work of contemporary composers and 
musicians. 
 
Robert Baksa 
ROBERT BAKSA , born in New York City in 1938 of Hungarian 
Parentage, is one of America's most prolific composers. He grew 
up in Tucson, Arizona and eventually earned a BA in Composition 
at the University of Arizona. He returned to live in New York City in 
the early 60s. He has written more than 500 pieces of music since 
his first efforts as a teenager. Since his earliest New York reviews 
critics have noted his melodic gifts, the structural clarity and 
harmonious nature of his music. His first pieces, short piano 
pieces written in the early 1950s which he later arranged for wind 
trio, are in fact still being performed around the world. His 
numerous choral pieces have been performed in many countries 
and his art songs have been featured in two recent studies on the 
subject of American Art Song. 
 
For the past three decades chamber music has been a major focus and he has written over 70 works for 
a wide variety of combinations as well as sonatas for most of the major instruments. One of the earliest 
of these works, the Flute Sonata #1, written in 1976 but not premiered until the late 1980's was among 
the winners in the 1994 Newly Published Music Competition sponsored by the National Flute 
Association. More recently his Accordion Sonata was commissioned by the American Accordion 
Association. A Sonata for Piano Duo commissioned for the Pleshakov Duo through the New York State 
Council on the Arts was premiered at the end of 2001. He recently completed a concerto for four 
clarinets and band which was commissioned by the West Point Military Academy Concert Band in 
celebration of its bicentennial. 
 
The composer makes his home in Columbia County in the Mid Hudson Valley where he serves as New 
Music Coordinator and Composer in Residence for the Pleshakov Music Center. 



Upcoming Events 
Cookies, Cakes & Chamber Music 
19 APRIL 2014 | 7:30pm | FREE | Everything Dolce 
An evening of contemporary chamber music and desserts, featuring works by living composers. Näcken - 
Matthew Peterson Wandering Through The Threshold of Delirium - Christien Ledroit    
 
New Music On A Sunday Afternoon - Menagerie 
25 MAY 2014 | 2:30PM | FREE | The St. Petersburg Main Library 
An afternoon concert featuring chamber works by Gilad Cohen, Emma-Ruth Richards, Hadas 
Goldschmidt-Halfon, Jay Vilnai and Mark Zuckerman.  

 
Instrumental Petting Zoo 
21 JUNE 2014 | 2:00PM | FREE | Town N’ Country Regional Library 
The New Music Conflagration, Inc. presents an interactive, hands-on experience allowing the public to 
get up close to a variety of musical instruments. 
 
New Music On A Sunday Afternoon - Just Dance 
22 JUNE 2014 | 2:30PM | FREE | The St. Petersburg Main Library -The New Music Conflagration presents 
a special collaborative performance featuring dancer Brieanna Hynish, cellist Theresa Villani as well as 
Dr. Susan Robinson.  
 
New Music On A Sunday Afternoon - Stop The World... 
13 JULY 2014 | 2:30PM | FREE | The St. Petersburg Main Library 
An afternoon concert featuring the world premiere of Cosmic Dreams by composer Elizabeth A. Baker as 
well as Vampire Masonic Metaphysics for Two Cellos by Tom Kersey. 
 
New Music On A Sunday Afternoon - The Final Countdown 
27 JULY 2014 |2:30PM | FREE | The St. Petersburg Main Library 
The final concert of our 2014 Inaugural Season, featuring chamber works by contemporary composers: 
Waddy Thompson, Bernd Schumann, Dr. Greg A. Steinke, and José Mora-Jiménez. 
 

 
 



 
CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE FOR  

UPCOMING CONCERTS AND 
EVENTS! 

thenewmusicconflagration.org/concerts 

 



 
The New Music Conflagration, Inc.  

Presents 
 

New Music On A Sunday Afternoon 
 

Sunday, April 6, 2014 
The St. Petersburg Main Library 

 
 

Kokopelli............................................................................................. Katherine Hoover 
 

Megan Woods (flute) 
 

Three Dances for Solo Snare Drum ......................................................... Warren Benson 
Movement 1: Cretan Dance 
Movement 3: Fandango 
 

Danzel Dixon (percussion) 
 

Foldout Franz ..................................................................................... Elizabeth A. Baker 
 

Elizabeth A. Baker (piano) 
 

Monologue for Solo Flute .......................................................................... Robert Baksa 
 

Megan Natanski (flute) 
 
 



The New Music Conflagration, Inc. is a not-for-profit corporation, which exists only through  
he kindness of charitable contributions. With thanks and gratitude we wish to acknowledge  

the following people and organizations for their generous support: 

 
Friends of New Music 
Contributions of $25+ 

Greg Steinke 
Robert Fleisher 

Keiffer & Rather, PA 
Al Estes Bail Bonds 

ACE Tire & Auto Repair 
Advanced Printing & Graphics 

Law Offices of J. Stanford Morse. P.A. 
Willie M. Baker & Yvonne P. Baker 

 
Patron of New Music 

Contributions of $100+ 
St. Petersburg Diabetic & Arthritic Foot Center 

Elizabeth A. Baker Music 
Azita Behmardi 

Brighton Preparatory School 
Michael Holmes 

Friends of the St. Petersburg Main Library 
Allums European Automotive 

 
Bronze Level Sponsor 

Contributions of $200+ 
Maria Panagiotouros 

CopEx, Inc. 
Andy Noye 

 
Special Thanks To: 

The St. Petersburg Library System 
First Image of Tampa Bay, Inc. 

 

The New Mu    ic Con   lagration
Promoting the work of contemporary composers.

PO Box 13593     Saint Petersburg, FL 33733     813-618-7639     thenewmusicconflagration.org



 



 

Solidarity in Song 
The New Music Conflagration, Inc. seeks original works of three to six minutes with the themes 

of solidarity and community in efforts to build a stronger bond, between all, through the 
universal language of music. A public concert will be presented in December 2014 at a venue 
in the Saint Petersburg area. Selected compositions will also be professionally recorded and 

presented on The New Music Conflagration, Inc.’s website. 

 
APPLY NOW! 

 
Composers may submit one work per category: 

Solo Voice, A-cappella Choir, Choir with Accompaniment. 
 

Instrumentation by category is as follows: 
Solo Voice:  

Mezzo-Soprano, Electric Guitar,  
Electric Bass, Piano, Drum Set 

 
A-cappella Choir:  

Soprano, Alto, Tenor, Bass 
 

Choir with Accompaniment: Male Solo, Female Solo, Chorus:  
(Soprano, Alto, Tenor, Bass), Electric Guitar, 

 Electric Bass, Piano,Drum Set, Cello, Viola, Flute 
 

See application website for more details. 
 https://thenewmusicconflagration.submittable.com/submit/  



About our staff 
Elizabeth A. Baker – Executive Director 
Celebrated for her “terrifying dynamic range,” cleanliness of sound, as well as unique 
sensitivity and ability to sculpt her performance for the acoustics of a space, Elizabeth A. Baker 
is a dramatic performer with an honest, near psychic connection to the music, which resounds 
with audiences of all ages and musical backgrounds. As a composer, her understanding of 
sonic space pairs with a unique eclectic voice, making for a spatial and auditory experience of 
music. As a pianist, Baker has studied with Steinway Artist Dr. Luis Sanchez, Jeff Donovick of St. 
Petersburg College and enjoys an active concert career with performances across the nation. 
Her musical mentors include world-renowned concert pianist Rebecca Penneys and composer 
Dr. Vernon Taranto. Emmy-award winning composer Larry Groupé has referred to her works as 
“Perfect.” In addition to her work as a performer-composer, Elizabeth has extensive technical 
training in the recording arts, live sound reinforcement, and was the recipient of the 2012 Best 
Production Award in Music Technology III at St. Petersburg College, where she studied closely 

under mastering engineer Dave Greenberg. Elizabeth is dedicated to promoting new music and has a passion for making rare 
concert works accessible to the general public. elizabethabaker.com 
 
 
 
 
Andrew Boss – Program Director 
Recent recipient of the Otto Ortman Composition Award, Andrew Boss continues to be 
recognized in expressing his creative voice. His works have been well-received throughout 
the country, offering captivated listeners “something that has never been heard before.” 
 
Mr. Boss has been the recipient of many awards and grants in his academic career as a 
composer, including the Florida Young Artist Award, the Virginia Carty Delillo Composition 
Award, and The Johns Hopkins career development grant. He was a national finalist of the 
Young Artist competition southern division for the Music Teachers National Association. Mr. 
Boss recently received his Master of Music degree in Composition in 2013 under the 
tutelage of Dr. Kevin Puts at the Peabody Institute of The Johns Hopkins University. He has 
been a part of notable festivals, including the 2013 Norfolk and Bowdoin Music Festivals. 
 
Currently residing in Austin, TX, Mr. Boss is active as a composer, pianist, conductor, and chorus singer. He is pursuing his 
Doctorate of Musical Arts in Composition at the University of Texas at Austin as a Recruitment Fellow. 
andrewboss1.bandcamp.com 



 
Fofi Panagiotouros – Director of Community Outreach 
Fofi Panagiotouros is a music educator, chamber musician, and pianist in the Tampa Bay Area. 
Ms. Panagiotouros obtained a Bachelor of Arts in Music Education from Florida Southern 
College in 2012. She has been the recipient of many music awards including The Semper 
Fidelis Award for Musical Excellence presented by The Marines. Fofi has studied under Dr. Luis 
Sanchez, Lise Frank, and Dr. Dolores Gadevsky at St. Petersburg College and also studied under 
Rita Fandrich and Paula Parsché at Florida Southern College. Ms. Panagiotouros has worked 
with many ensembles and soloists that have received Superior ratings at FBA and Solo and 
Ensemble. She is a member of Delta Omicron International Music Fraternity and Omicron Delta 
Kappa. Fofi is currently an instructor for multiple schools in Pinellas County, private studio 
teacher and clinician, and regularly performs in chamber groups and solo performances in the 

Tampa Bay Area. 
 
 
Keirsten Johnson – Cultural Development Coordinator 
Keirsten Johnson is a guitarist and songwriter from the Tampa Bay Area. An active performer, 
Johnson currently plays in an Indie-Rock band named Lights At Night and was a founding 
member of Quartett Chromatica, a four-piece jazz fusion ensemble that served as Student 
Ensemble-In-Residence at St. Petersburg College from 2012-2013. Johnson studied Music 
Production at St. Petersburg College’s Music Industry & Recording Arts program where she 
collaborated with musicians across many genres including hip-hop. Johnson has also been a 
featured accompanist for St. Petersburg College’s contemporary voice classes. www.facebook.com/Lights.at.Night 
 
 

 
John Macdonald – Production Manager 
Multifaceted musical powerhouse, John Macdonald, enjoys an active career as a performer and 
engineer. Macdonald, who has studied percussion since grade school, performs around the 
state with his band Broke Mr. Jones and as a part of the backing band for Kasondra Rose. 
Macdonald studied Music Production at St. Petersburg College where he completed the Music 

Industry & Recording Arts program, studying under renowned mastering engineer Dave Greenberg. Today, Macdonald enjoys a 
dynamic life on both sides of the studio glass, in addition to live sound work. www.facebook.com/brokemrjones       
www.facebook.com/kasondrarosemusic 


