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About The NMC 
The New Music Conflagration, Inc. is a non-profit corporation founded in the State of Florida. The New 
Music Conflagration, Inc. seeks to further public awareness and perception of contemporary concert music 
through a variety of activities including: Music Education Workshops, a Chamber Music Series, Outreach 
Concerts, Online Publications as well as Physical and Digital Compilation Albums. Through our promotion 
of new music we also seek to further develop our community culturally by making Instrumental Petting 
Zoos, Scholarships, and other interactive activities available to the public. 
 

Staff 
Elizabeth A. Baker - Executive Director 
Andrew Boss - Program Director 
Fofi Panagiotouros - Director of Community Outreach 
Keirsten Johnson - Cultural Development Coordinator 
John Macdonald - Production Manager 
 

Contact 
The New Music Conflagration, Inc. 
P.O. Box 13593 
Saint Petersburg, FL 33733 
(813) 618-7639 

 
 thenewmusicconflagration.org 

 facebook.com/newmusicconflagration 

 
@nmconflagration 

 



A Note From Our Executive Director 
It has certainly been a hot and hectic summer in Florida this year! As we approach our first 
year anniversary and the end of our inaugural concert season, we wish to express our 
sincerest gratitude to you for your support these last few months. Whether you attended a 
concert, donated money, provided us with a venue, submitted a work to our open call, 
volunteered at one of our community events, or participated in our series as a performer; 
you have been an integral part of our success. 
 
As with any start-up organization, there are bumps in the road and unfortunately, I must 
announce that due to issues with performers (illnesses, family emergencies, etc.) we were 
unable to perform some of the larger ensemble works chosen from last year's open call. 
As we stated in the guidelines for the open call, works, which are not performed in the 
year they are chosen are reprogrammed for subsequent seasons. I am excited to present 
these works on the 2014-2015 Chamber Music Series, which will begin on October 12, 
2014! 
 
The Future & Beyond. 
 
We have learned a lot from this past year, and as we move into next year there are a 
number of changes that will take place. Our open call is now streamlined in a manner 
that will provide clarity, which benefits both composers and selection committee. More 
details on our open call, including links to our online submission page, will be released 
in a few short weeks. Alongside the open call changes, are a number of new 
advancements that we will announce in the coming months. 
 
Once again I wish to thank you for your support and interest in The New Music 
Conflagration! We can't wait to share our plans for the future with you! 
 
Best wishes, 
Elizabeth A. Baker 
Executive Director, The New Music Conflagration, Inc. 





About the composers 
Waddy Thompson 
Waddy Thompson’s works have been performed at the Spoleto Festival  U.S.A., St. Louis 
Spring Festival, Chicago Festival of New Music, Florida New Music Festival, Brevard Music 
Festival, Symphony Space, and at other venues. His works have received awards from the 
Windy City Gay Men’s Chorus , The American Prize, and the Florida Festival of New Music, 
and he has received grants from Meet The Composer and the South Carolina Arts 
Commission. Described as “atmospheric” (Winter Morning by a Lake) and “engagingly 
antic” (Aria and Parody) by The New York Times, his works speak with a harmonic 
language all their own, very occasionally drifting into tonality, while always relishing 
melody. He graduated from the Eastman School of Music (B.M., 1975), where he was a 
student of Samuel Adler and Joseph Schwantner. Of equal influence were Douglass 
Green, author of Form in Tonal Music and his horn teacher, Milan Yancich. Having 
decided that opera was his calling, he attended graduate school at Florida State 
University to study with Carlisle Floyd and subsequently with Allen Sapp, earning a M.M. 
in 1976 and D.M. in 1979. After 20 years of self-imposed compositional silence, be 
began writing again in 2008, atypically with a Christmas carol, “Embrace the Grace,” 
which was recently published by Sound Music Publications. He currently is executive 
director of InterSchool Orchestras of New York, which provides an after-school program 
with six orchestras and a band for NYC students 6 to 19. He is a member of BMI. 
 
Alexander Scriabin 
Alexander Nikolayevich Scriabin, the noted Russian composer, was born on Christmas 
Day and died at Eastertide -- according to Western-style calendrical reckoning, 7 January 
1872 - 14 April, 1915. No one was more famous during his lifetime, and few were more 
quickly ignored after his death. Although he was never absent from the mainstream of 
Russian music, the outside world neglected him until recently. Today, there is worldwide 
resurgence of interest in his music and ideas. 
 
Scriabin wrote five symphonies, including the Divine Poem (1903), the Poem of Ecstasy 
(1907), and the Poem of Fire or Prometheus (1909). His ten piano sonatas are staples of 
many pianists' repertoire, with the Fifth being perhaps the most popular, while the 
Seventh (White Mass) and Ninth (Black Mass) follow close. Vladimir Horowitz in his late 
sixties began playing the Tenth, and it remains today in vogue among more daring 
virtuosi. 



 
Scriabin's hundreds of preludes, études and poems are considered masterpieces of 20th 
century pianism, and his "titled" pieces such as Fragilité, Satanic Poem, Etrangeté, Désir, 
and Caresse Dansé, are greatly admired. Scriabin's style changed enormously as he 
progressed. The early pieces are romantic, fresh and easily accessible, while his later 
compositions explore harmony's further reaches. It is thought by scholars, that had 
Scriabin lived beyond his brief 43 years, he would have preceded the Austrian school of 
duodecaphony, and Moscow would have become the center of atonality. 
 
Immediately upon Scriabin's sudden death, Sergei Rachmaninoff toured Russia in a 
series of all-Scriabin recitals. It was the first time he played music other than his own in 
public. In those days Scriabin was known as a pianist and Rachmaninoff was considered 
only as a composer. Scriabin, thus, was posthumously responsible for his friend and 
classmate's later pianistic career in Europe and America. 
 
Scriabin's thought processes were immensely complicated, even tinged with solipsism. "I 
am God," he once wrote in one of his secret philosophical journals. He embraced Helen 
Blavatsky's Theosophy. In London he visited the room in which Mme. Blavatsky died. 
Scriabin considered his last music to be fragments of an immense piece to be called 
Mysterium. This seven-day-long megawork would be performed at the foothills of the 
Himalayas in India, after which the world would dissolve in bliss. Bells suspended from 
clouds would summon spectators. Sunrises would be preludes and sunsets codas. Flames 
would erupt in shafts of light and sheets of fire. Perfumes appropriate to the music would 
change and pervade the air. At the time of his death, Scriabin left 72 orchestral-size pages 
of sketches for a preliminary work Prefatory Action, intended to "prepare" the world for 
the apocalyptic ultimate masterpiece. Alexander Nemtin, the Russian composer, 
assembled those jottings and co-created the Prefatory Action. Its three vast movements 
have been performed with great acclaim under conductors Cyril Kondrashin in Moscow 
and Vladimir Ashkenazy in Berlin with Alexei Lubimov at the piano. 
 
Scriabin's discography now numbers in the thousands of recordings, and his biography 
by Faubion Bowers is available in paperback (Dover). 
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Prelude Op.11 No.10 in C# minor .......................................................... Alexander Scriabin 

 
Victor Merriam (piano) 

 
Seasons of New York  ............................................................................... Waddy Thompson 
I. Hudson River – Summer 
II. Great Hill (Central Park) – Autumn 
III. The Loch (Central Park) - Winter 

 
Victor Merriam (piano) 

 
 
2014-2015 Season Preview .................................................................... Elizabeth A. Baker 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 
The New Music Conflagration, Inc. is proud to 
partner with The Advocates for World Health 

Advocates for World Health is 
a not-for-profit corporation 

that recovers surplus medical 
products and distributes them 
to relief agencies working in 

developing nations. 
 



 

The New Music Conflagration, Inc. is a not-for-profit corporation, which exists primarily 
through the kindness of charitable contributions from the public. It with thanks and 
gratitude we wish to acknowledge the following people and organizations for their 

generous support: 
 

Friends of New Music 
Contributions of $25+ 

Greg Steinke 
Robert Fleisher 

Keiffer & Rather, PA 
Al Estes Bail Bonds 

ACE Tire & Auto Repair 
Advanced Printing & Graphics 

Law Offices of J. Stanford Morse. P.A. 
Willie M. Baker & Yvonne P. Baker 

 
 

Patron of New Music 
Contributions of $100+ 

St. Petersburg Diabetic & Arthritic Foot Center 
Dr. Darall J. Moore, DPM & Mrs. Regina J. Moore, RN 

Elizabeth A. Baker Music 
Azita Behmardi 

Brighton Preparatory School 
Michael Holmes 

Friends of the St. Petersburg Main Library 
Allums European Automotive 

Paver Solutions 
Access Reverse Mortgage Corporation 

Richard M. Georges, P.A. 
Murphy’s Land Surveying, Inc. 



 
 

Bronze Level Sponsor 
Contributions of $200+ 

Maria Panagiotouros 
CopEx, Inc. 
Andy Noye 

 
 

Special Thanks To: 
The St. Petersburg Library System 

First Image of Tampa Bay, Inc. 
The City of St. Petersburg 

 

 
 
 

To find out more about how you can become involved 
with The New Music Conflagration, Inc. in it’s mission to 
promote and cultivate new music within our community 

please visit our website or contact any member of our 
staff following the concert. 

 
 

 
 

To Donate Online Please Visit: 
thenewmusicconflagration.org/about/donate/ 



About our staff 
Elizabeth A. Baker – Executive Director 
Celebrated for her “terrifying dynamic range,” cleanliness 
of sound, as well as unique sensitivity and ability to sculpt 
her performance for the acoustics of a space, Elizabeth A. 
Baker is a dramatic performer with an honest, near 
psychic connection to the music, which resounds with 
audiences of all ages and musical backgrounds. As a 
composer, her understanding of sonic space pairs with a 
unique eclectic voice, making for a spatial and auditory 
experience of music. As a pianist, Baker has studied with 

Steinway Artist Dr. Luis Sanchez, Jeff Donovick of St. Petersburg College and enjoys an active concert career 
with performances across the nation. other advisors include world-renowned concert pianist Rebecca 
Penneys and composer Dr. Vernon Taranto. Emmy-award winning composer Larry Groupé has referred to 
her works as “Perfect.” In addition to her work as a performer-composer, Elizabeth has extensive technical 
training in the recording arts, live sound reinforcement, and was the recipient of the 2012 Best Production 
Award in Music Technology III at St. Petersburg College, where she studied closely under mastering 
engineer Dave Greenberg. Elizabeth is dedicated to promoting new music and has a passion for making 
rare concert works accessible to the general public. elizabethabaker.com 
 
 
Andrew Boss – Program Director 
Recent recipient of the Otto Ortman Composition Award, Andrew Boss 
continues to be recognized in expressing his creative voice. His works 
have been well-received throughout the country, offering captivated 
listeners “something that has never been heard before.” 
 
Mr. Boss has been the recipient of many awards and grants in his 
academic career as a composer, including the Florida Young Artist Award, 
the Virginia Carty Delillo Composition Award, and The Johns Hopkins 
career development grant. He was a national finalist of the Young Artist 
competition southern division for the Music Teachers National Association. 
Mr. Boss recently received his Master of Music degree in Composition in 
2013 under the tutelage of Dr. Kevin Puts at the Peabody Institute of The 
Johns Hopkins University. He has been a part of notable festivals, including the 2013 Norfolk and Bowdoin 
Music Festivals. 
 
Currently residing in Austin, TX, Mr. Boss is active as a composer, pianist, conductor, and chorus singer. He 
is pursuing his Doctorate of Musical Arts in Composition at the University of Texas at Austin as a 
Recruitment Fellow. andrewboss1.bandcamp.com 
 
 



 
Fofi Panagiotouros – Director of Community Outreach 
Fofi Panagiotouros is a music educator, chamber musician, and 
pianist in the Tampa Bay Area. Ms. Panagiotouros obtained a 
Bachelor of Arts in Music Education from Florida Southern College 
in 2012. She has been the recipient of many music awards 
including The Semper Fidelis Award for Musical Excellence 
presented by The Marines. Fofi has studied under Dr. Luis Sanchez, 
Lise Frank, and Dr. Dolores Gadevsky at St. Petersburg College and 
also studied under Rita Fandrich and Paula Parsché at Florida 
Southern College. Ms. Panagiotouros has worked with many 
ensembles and soloists that have received Superior ratings at FBA 

and Solo and Ensemble. She is a member of Delta Omicron International Music Fraternity and Omicron 
Delta Kappa. Fofi is currently an instructor for multiple schools in Pinellas County, private studio teacher 
and clinician, and regularly performs in chamber groups and solo performances in the Tampa Bay Area. 
 
 
Keirsten Johnson – Cultural Development Coordinator 
Keirsten Johnson is a guitarist and songwriter from the Tampa Bay 
Area. An active performer, Johnson has played in an Indie-Rock band 
named Lights At Night and was a founding member of Quartett 
Chromatica, a four-piece jazz-fusion ensemble that served as Student 
Ensemble-In-Residence at St. Petersburg College from 2012-2013. 
Johnson studied Music Production at St. Petersburg College’s Music 
Industry & Recording Arts program where she collaborated with 
musicians across many genres including hip-hop. Johnson has also 
been a featured accompanist for St. Petersburg College’s 
contemporary voice classes. 
 
 

 
John Macdonald – Production Manager 
Multifaceted musical powerhouse, John Macdonald, enjoys 
an active career as a performer and engineer. Macdonald, 
who has studied percussion since grade school, performs 
around the state with his band Broke Mr. Jones and as a part 
of the backing band for Kasondra Rose. Macdonald studied 
Music Production at St. Petersburg College where he 

completed the Music Industry & Recording Arts program, studying under renowned mastering engineer 
Dave Greenberg. Today, Macdonald enjoys a dynamic life on both sides of the studio glass, in addition to 
live sound work. www.facebook.com/brokemrjones       www.facebook.com/kasondrarosemusic 
 
 



 
 
 
 


