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About The NMC 
The New Music Conflagration, Inc. is a non-profit corporation founded in the State of Florida. The New 
Music Conflagration, Inc. seeks to further public awareness and perception of contemporary concert music 
through a variety of activities including: Music Education Workshops, a Chamber Music Series, Outreach 
Concerts, Online Publications as well as Physical and Digital Compilation Albums. Through our promotion 
of new music we also seek to further develop our community culturally by making Instrumental Petting 
Zoos, Scholarships, and other interactive activities available to the public. 
 

Staff 
Elizabeth A. Baker - Executive Director 
Fofi Panagiotouros - Director of Community Outreach 
Keirsten Johnson – Director of Cultural Development 
Nicole Post – Volunteer Coordinator 
Ezra Haugabrooks – Conductor-In-Residence 
 

Contact 
The New Music Conflagration, Inc. 
P.O. Box 13593 
Saint Petersburg, FL 33733 
(813) 618-7639 

 
 thenewmusicconflagration.org 

 facebook.com/newmusicconflagration 

 
@nmconflagration 

 



 



About the composers 
Donald Martino  
Donald Martino (1931–2005), who headed New England 
Conservatory's composition department from 1969 to 1981, 
died December 8, 2005, of a heart attack. His death came while 
cruising the Caribbean to Antigua, a vacation trip in which 
Martino continued to work happily on a new Concertino for 
Violin and 14 Instruments commissioned by the Tanglewood 
Music Center. 
 
Born in Plainfield, New Jersey, on May 16, 1931, Martino 
began music lessons at nine—learning to play the clarinet, 
saxophone, and oboe. He started composing at 15. A graduate 
of Syracuse University, he studied composition with Roger Sessions and Milton Babbitt at 
Princeton and with Luigi Dallapiccola while on a Fulbright Scholarship in Florence. Although he 
cringed when labeled a “serial” or “12-tone” composer, Martino was an unabashed modernist 
who favored an atonal harmonic system and the rigorously determined compositional procedures 
of the serialists. Yet his music was often leavened with jazzy flavors that carried over from his 
experience playing in dance bands and by vivid internal dramatic conflicts. There were also 
demonstrations of wit and irony such as that in Das magische Kabarett des Doktor Schoenberg 
(Dr. Schoenberg’s Magic Cabaret), a chamber music movement in which he envisioned Arnold 
Schoenberg, Anton Webern, Alban Berg, “and maybe Egon Wellesz,” forced to play in a cabaret 
quartet for eternity—”the pit band in Hell.” Martino’s 12-tone settings of 16 pop tunes showed 
how that infernal soundtrack might have played out. 
 
Martino, like many composers of his generation, held numerous university and conservatory 
positions, including such prestigious appointments as the Irving Fine Professorship at Brandeis 
University and the Walter Bigelow Rosen Professorship at Harvard. At New England Conservatory, 
he was appointed by President Gunther Schuller to head the composition faculty, and during his 
tenure here he wrote Notturno, the now classic chamber work for flutes, clarinets, violin/viola, 
cello, piano, and percussion. That piece won the 1974 Pulitzer Prize and has since been recorded 
numerous times. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Alessandro Ratoci 
Born in the countryside near Florence, Tuscany, in 
1980. After a precocious interest in computer 
programming and the later discovery of musical 
practice he has the opportunity to integrate both 
worlds while studying at the "Scuola di Musica di 
Fiesole" foundation (1994-1998) with the guidance 
of Luigi Fiorentini, a pioneer of computer-aided 
musical pedagogy. From 1999-2006 he studies in 
Bologna graduating in Composition, Electronic Music and Piano. In this period he presents his 
works as composer in the international festival "Angelica" (2004), "Musica Insieme Panicale" 
(2005, Dir. Klaus Huber) and "ExiTime" (2006, Dir. P.Aralla and F.La Licata). After he moves to 
Switzerland working as a researcher for the PRIME (Paetzold Recorder Investigation for Music with 
Live Electronics) at the "Haute Ecole de Musique" in Lausanne. The project led to a 4-year 
collaboration with the renowned virtuoso Antonio Politano as assistant for music technology. 
During this collaboration he did develop the electronic music for many important composers, 
notably Adriano Guarnieri, Gabriele Manca, Nicola Evangelisti and Aaron Einbond. As electronic 
music performer has been part of many SMC Lausanne seasons and FIMA festival in Urbino with 
Antonio Politano, Gerd Lunenburger, Asasello Quartet and Carolyn Widmann. He is actually 
attending Master Studies in composition at the HEM of Geneve with Luis Naon, Michael Jarrel 
and Eric Daubresse. In the meanwhile he is actively collaborating with Omar Porras as composer 
for theater, their debut together was in June 2011 at the Shizuoka World Theather Festival in 
Japan. Actually he is working as sound engineer and music professor at HEMU Lausanne where 
he is developing a method for the pedagogy of musical technology aimed to integrate the 
experience of Schaeffer's solfege and Smalley's "spectromorphology" in the curriculum of 
classical music interpreters. 
 
Kazimierz Serocki 
Kazimierz Serocki was born in Toruń on 3 March 1922 and 
died in 1981. He studied composition with Kazimierz 
Sikorski and piano with Stanisław Szpinalski at the State 
Higher School of Music in Łódź and graduated in 1946. He 
continued his studies in composition with Nadia Boulanger 
and in piano with Lazare Levy in Paris in 1947-48. From 1946 
to 1951 he performed many times as a concert pianist in 
Poland and abroad. From 1952 onwards he was exclusively 
committed to composing. Serocki's output is concentrated in 
two main spheres : orchestral music and vocal-instrumental 
pieces to Polish texts selected with fine discrimination. 



 
Serocki is one of the initiators of the festival "Warsaw Autumn". Together with J.Krenz and T. 
Bairdem he formed the composers' group ("Group 49"). He was vice-president of the central 
administration of the Polish Composers' Union (1954 - 55). He received a number of Polish and 
foreign awards, including several State Prizes, among them one in 1952 for his music to the film 
"Young Chopin". He also received a prize at the UNESCO competition (1959, for the Sinfonietta) 
and the award of the Minister of Culture and Fine Arts for the whole of his work (1963).  
 
Julius Bucsis  
Julius Bucsis is an award winning 
composer, guitarist, music technologist, 
and educator. He has played guitar for over 
40 years with extensive performance 
experience in rock, jazz, and 
improvisational music. He has released two 
CDs of guitar-oriented instrumental music, 
For Those Who Don’t Fit In (1998) and 
Traveler’s Tales (2000). Recently he has 
combined many of his guitar-related influences with his keen interest in computer generated 
sounds and has been performing a set of all original pieces with electric guitar and computer.  
 
He composes music in many styles. His recent works have included contemporary classical, 
electro-acoustic, and jazz influenced compositions and his pieces have been accepted into many 
juried concerts, conferences, and festivals worldwide. He was awarded the Excellent Achievement 
Prize by the Musicacoustica Beijing 2012 composition competition for I Am Who Am I (fixed 
media). This piece was also accepted into CSUF New Music Festival – WEALR 2013, ICMC 2013 
held in Australia, Argentina’s CICTeM 2013, Soundwalk 2013 and Mexico’s XXXVI International 
Forum of New Music Manuel Enriquez 2014. In the Interest of Time (fixed media) was accepted 
into Electronic Music Midwest 2011, Soundcrawl 2012, Electroacoustic Barn Dance 2012, Tutti 
New Music Festival 2013, SEAMUS 2013, and Circuit Bridges 2 held in 2014. Blue (fixed media) 
was accepted into CICTeM 2013, Soundwalk 2013 and Electroacoustic Barn Dance 2013. Many of 
his compositions can be heard at https://soundcloud.com/juliusbucsis. 
 
 
 



Alexander Goedicke  
Alexander Fyodorovich Goedicke was a Russian composer, 
pianist, organist and pedagogue of German descent. He 
studied with Safonov and G. Pabst (piano) and Arensky 
(composition) at the Moscow Conservatory, graduating in 
1898. Goedicke pursued an unspectacular career on four 
fronts as composer, pianist, organist and teacher. His 
compositional efforts were rewarded when he won the 
Rubenstein Prize for Composition at the young age of 
23.He was a professor at Moscow Conservatory from 
1909. 
 
Goedicke numbers among a sizeable group of fine 
Russian musicians who virtually disappeared from view in 
the Soviet age, displaying neither the rebellious nature to attract the attention of refuseniks or 
Westerners nor the mindless adherence to political diktats which might have attracted state 
patronage (and later, probably, infamy). His large output of symphonies, operas and chamber 
music (in addition to works for his own instruments) remains to be explored but, oddly, he is 
remembered (if at all) for his Concert Etude for trumpet, which enlivens the sparse concert 
repertoire of that instrument, and for some unusually skilful and attractive children's piano 
pieces. 
 
It seems a bizarre paradox that a fine organist as Goedicke should lavish so much care and 
imagination on concert transcriptions for the piano. Contrary to Western myth, the church was not 
totally suppressed under the communist regime but it was, of course, stripped of its hitherto 
formidable political power. Consequently it lacked the wherewithal, the expertise and possibly 
the will to maintain its organs in a usable state of repair. It is conceivable that Goedicke turned to 
the piano in sheer frustration but more likely that these transcriptions were simply a labour of 
love. His ingenuity and pianistic resourcefulness suggest that he had closely studied the 
transcriptions of Ferruccio Busoni (the undisputed master in this field), and many of the devices of 
the Italian genius can be heard in Goedicke's scores - octave displacements, interlinked thumbs 
for middle voices, and a general concern to discover truly pianistic equivalents to the organ's 
many voices, together with an awareness of church acoustics.  





Performer Spotlight 
Mikel Thomas 
Cellist Mikel Thomas, praised for “crystal clear” 
interpretations, currently resides in Tampa, Florida. 
Experienced in many different fields of music, he is 
frequently featured as a chamber musician, orchestral 
soloist, and in solo recitals.  
 
A Texas native, Mr. Thomas attended the Boston 
Conservatory and the University of South Florida. 
 
Featured in many different genres of music, Mikel 
Thomas is comfortable with the repertoire of the 
Baroque to Avant-Garde 20th century music. As an 
orchestral musician, Mr. Thomas has appeared as 
Principal Cellist of the Boston Conservatory Chamber 
Orchestra, the Plainview Symphony, and The University 
of South Florida Symphony Orchestra.  
 
An avid chamber music, Mr. Thomas is formerly the cellist for the Presidents Trio of USF and can 
be heard frequently performing around the Tampa Bay Area. He has given chamber music 
concerts in Vermont, Massachusetts, New York, Texas, Florida, Arkansas, and on Classical WSMR 
103.9 in Tampa. He has attended many chamber music festivals including the Green Mountain 
Chamber Music Festival and Music From Salem. He has also attended the Baroque Performance 
Institute at Oberlin Conservatory, Apple Hill Chamber Music Festival, Hot Springs Music Festival, 
and the Rutenberg Chamber Music Festival.  
 
Mr. Thomas has performed in master classes for Alban Gerhart, Tom Landschoot, Noreen Polera, 
Gregory Hesselink, Judith Gordon, and others. 
 
Passionate about passing the love of classical music to younger generations, Mr. Thomas is fluent 
in Suzuki and many other types of training. He was the featured guest teacher of the West Texas 
String Association from 2008-2011, and currently runs a cello studio in Tampa.  
 
Mr. Thomas is forever grateful to his primary teachers Alexander Ezerman, Rhonda Rider, Helga 
Winold, and Scott Kluksdahl,  
 



 



 
 
 

Looking for a way to help bring new 
music and culture to your community? 

 Join our volunteer team! 
volunteer.thenmc@gmail.com 

Nicole Post – Volunteer Coordinator 
 



 
The New Music Conflagration, Inc.  

Presents 
 

New Music On A Sunday Afternoon 
Something Like Frost 

 
Sunday, December 14, 2014 
St. Petersburg Main Library 

 
 
Parisonatina Al'Dodecafonia .................................................................................... Donald Martino  
Agitato. [Motto Sul Nome Aldo Parisot: Con Larghezza] - 
Scherzevole; 
 
[Motto: Agitato], Teneramente, Agitato, Teneramente - 
[Cadenza Sol Nome Parisot: Barbaro, Dolce, Feroce, Regale]. 
 

Mikel Thomas (cello) 
 

 
Fantasia for Nikola Tesla ........................................................................................ Alessandro Ratoci 
 

(fixed media) 
 

 
Sonatina für Posaune und Klavier ......................................................................... Kazimierz Serocki 
 

Alvaro Davison (trombone) 
 

 
I Am Who Am I .............................................................................................................. Julius Bucsis 
 

(fixed media) 
 

 
Concert Etude .................................................................................................... Alexander Goedicke 
 

Brian Millan (trumpet)



2014-2015 Season Sponsors 

 
Friends of New Music 
Contributions of $25+ 

Access Reverse Mortgage Corporation 
Broida & McKinney PA 

Dr. David Manson 
Randy Malott 
Mark Switzer 
James Bess 

 
Patron of New Music 

Contributions of $100+ 
Blue Man Group 

Cozette's Boutique 
Cycle Brewing Company 

Daddy Kool Records 
Michele Tuegel Contemporary Gallery 

Now and Then 
Rose Garden Boutique 

Zazoo'd 
 

Silver Level Sponsor 
Contributions of $500+ 

The Amsterdam 
 

Special Thanks To: 
The St. Petersburg Library System 

First Image of Tampa Bay, Inc. 
The City of St. Petersburg 

 
To find out more about how you can become involved with  

The New Music Conflagration, Inc. in it’s mission to promote and cultivate  
new music within our community please visit our website or contact  

any member of our staff following the concert. 
 

To Donate Online Please Visit: 
thenewmusicconflagration.org/about/donate/ 



New Music Concerts 
Fall/Winter 2014 

 
New Music On A Sunday Afternoon 

These concerts are held exclusively at The St. Petersburg Main Library. 
3745 9th Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL 33713 

Doors open at 2:30pm. Concert begins at 3:00pm. 
FREE Admission // Donations Accepted 

October 12 // October 26 // November 30 // December 14 
 

{this is a piano concert} series 
Limited Seating // Suggested Donation $5.00 

The Music Gallery // 5990 Ulmerton Road, Clearwater, FL 33760 
January 10 @ 3:00pm // Robert Fleitz // Open Call Scores & More! 

April 11 @ 3:00pm // Elizabeth A. Baker // Fairly New Music 
 

The Library Sessions 
Doors open at 2:30pm. Concert begins at 3:00pm. 

FREE Admission // Donations Accepted 
November 15 // South Shore Regional Library // 15816 Beth Shields Way, Ruskin, FL 

 
Sounds by the Sea 
St. Petersburg Beach 

November 21 // 6:30pm or One Hour Before Sunset 
 

Solidarity in Song 
Concert starts at 2:30pm 

Williams Park, St. Petersburg, FL 
 

Craft Music. Craft Brews. 
Doors open at 7:00pm // Suggested $5.00 Donation 

February 28 @ 8:00pm // The Amsterdam // 1049 Central Avenue, St. Petersburg, FL 
 



About our directors 
Elizabeth A. Baker  
Executive Director 
Celebrated for her “terrifying dynamic range,” 
cleanliness of sound, as well as unique sensitivity 
and ability to sculpt her performance for the 
acoustics of a space, Elizabeth A. Baker is a 
dramatic performer with an honest, near psychic 
connection to the music, which resounds with 
audiences of all ages and musical backgrounds. 
As a composer, her understanding of sonic space 
pairs with a unique eclectic voice, making for a 
spatial and auditory experience of music. As a 
pianist, Baker has studied with Steinway Artist Dr. 
Luis Sanchez, Jeff Donovick of St. Petersburg 
College and enjoys an active concert career with performances across the nation. Other advisors 
include world-renowned concert pianist Rebecca Penneys and composer Dr. Vernon Taranto. 
Emmy-award winning composer Larry Groupé has referred to her works as “Perfect.” In addition to 
her work as a performer-composer, Elizabeth has extensive technical training in the recording 
arts, live sound reinforcement, and was the recipient of the 2012 Best Production Award in Music 
Technology III at St. Petersburg College, where she studied closely under mastering engineer 
Dave Greenberg. Elizabeth is dedicated to promoting new music and has a passion for making 
rare concert works accessible to the general public. elizabethabaker.com 
 

Fofi Panagiotouros  
Director of Community Outreach 
Fofi Panagiotouros is a music educator, chamber 
musician, and pianist in the Tampa Bay Area. Ms. 
Panagiotouros obtained a Bachelor of Arts in Music 
Education from Florida Southern College in 2012. She 
has been the recipient of many music awards including 
The Semper Fidelis Award for Musical Excellence 
presented by The Marines. Fofi has studied under Dr. 
Luis Sanchez, Lise Frank, and Dr. Dolores Gadevsky at 
St. Petersburg College and also studied under Rita 
Fandrich and Paula Parsché at Florida Southern College. Ms. Panagiotouros has worked with 
many ensembles and soloists that have received Superior ratings at FBA and Solo and Ensemble. 
She is a member of Delta Omicron International Music Fraternity and Omicron Delta Kappa. Fofi is 



currently an instructor for multiple schools in Pinellas County, private studio teacher and clinician, 
and regularly performs in chamber groups and solo performances in the Tampa Bay Area.  
 

Keirsten Johnson  
Cultural Development Coordinator 
Keirsten Johnson is a guitarist and songwriter 
from the Tampa Bay Area. An active performer, 
Johnson has played in an Indie-Rock band 
named Lights At Night and was a founding 
member of Quartett Chromatica, a four-piece 
jazz-fusion ensemble that served as Student 
Ensemble-In-Residence at St. Petersburg 
College from 2012-2013. Johnson studied 
Music Production at St. Petersburg College’s 
Music Industry & Recording Arts program 
where she collaborated with musicians across many genres including hip-hop. Johnson has also 
been a featured accompanist for St. Petersburg College’s contemporary voice classes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


